
2021 AP Language Summer Reading Assignment 
Dear AP Lang. student, WELCOME to AP Language and Composition! I am excited to start this 
new adventure with you.   In AP Language, you will learn three different types of writing, but the 
first we will focus on is the analysis essay.  To begin this process, you will read a memoir and 
then write an analysis essay.  We will use the memoir during the first few weeks of school, so 
please make sure you come to class ready to discuss your analysis of the text.  I will use your 
essay as a baseline to assess your current writing skills and to determine our path of instruction.  

Assignment details: The 2018 memoir Educated by Tara Westover recounts the childhood of a 
young girl who is kept from attending formal school, who struggles against her survivalist 
family, yet endures to ultimately earn her Ph.D. from Cambridge University.   Read Westover’s 
award-winning memoir, then write a well- developed essay in which you analyze the 
rhetorical choices Westover makes to convey her message to the audience.  

Suggestions:  

• Rhetorical Choices: These can really be anything; here are some suggestions: 
organization, methods of development, diction, syntax, ethos, logos, pathos, 
juxtaposition, figurative language, tone, imagery, anecdotes, etc.  

• Her message: This is something you should find on your own.  You have done 
this before in your previous English classes, so rely on your understanding of 
purpose, morals, or themes. Westover has many messages she relays in her 
memoir, but I suggest you think of her main message.  

• Essays should contain an introduction, three (or more) body paragraphs, and a 
conclusion.  You should also use quotes from the book and cite the page 
numbers.  

Bring in a printed copy of this assignment on the first day of school.  Once you are enrolled in 
our canvas course, you will submit a digital copy of your essay. This will check your paper for 
plagiarism, so please make sure you submit an original essay.   

 

I hope you enjoy Educated by Tara Westover, and I can’t wait to start our writing journey 
together! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Kammeraad, MA.Ed 

Kate_Kammeraad@scps.k12.fl.us  
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